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The American Institute of Architects (AIA) and the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
presented the HUD Secretary’s Housing and Commu-

nity Design Awards June 10 at AIA’s 2010 convention and 
design exposition in Miami. The annual awards honor ex-
cellence in residential housing design. This year’s winners 
included two rental developments and two owner-occupied 
properties.

“These developments challenge the old 
ideas about how affordable housing 
can fi t into the fabric of their surround-
ing communities,” said HUD Secretary 
Shaun Donovan. “Helping to build vi-
brant, sustainable communities starts 
at the drawing board and each of these 
developments proves that thoughtful 
design can create a lasting imprint on 
our neighborhoods.”

The four properties honored this year 
are Paseo Senter at Coyote Creek in San 
Jose, Calif.; Arbor Lofts of Lancaster, 
Calif.; Congo Street Initiative in Dallas, 
Texas; and Madrona Live/Work of Se-
attle, Wash. 

Paseo Senter at Coyote Creek
Paseo Senter at Coyote Creek won this year’s Excellence in Af-
fordable Housing Design award, which recognizes architec-
ture that demonstrates overall excellence in terms of design 
that responds to both the needs and constraints of affordable 

housing. The property includes 218 affordable housing units 
along a pedestrian street, or “paseo.” Developed by CORE 
Development Inc. and Charities Housing, the 100 percent af-
fordable development features units for families earning 15 
to 45 percent of the area median income (AMI). Many units 
are reserved for single-parent households, formerly home-
less tenants and domestic violence survivors.

“For the company, it’s recognition that, along with the archi-
tect, we produced a project that caught the eye. It’s recogni-
tion for the transformation of the neighborhood,” said Dixie 
Baus, the CORE Companies’ affordable housing director.

By Jennifer Dockery, Staff Writer, Novogradac & Company LLP

Innovative Designs Recognized by Architects, HUD
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Paseo Senter at Coyote Creek features wide pedestrian areas.
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David Baker + Associates built units along the pedestrian main 
street and around parking structures in the formerly isolated area 
of San Jose, connecting the development to the surrounding area. 
Entry stoops and retail-style social services, including a commu-
nity room, Native American library, social worker spaces, gym, a 
pool featuring an automatic lift, playground and daycare center 
line the street. The property is also 100 percent accessible. 

The CORE companies completed construction of the $79 million 
property in 2008. Funding came from Centerline Capital Group, 
U.S. Bank, the City of San Jose, the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development, the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of San Francisco’s Affordable Housing Program, the Hous-
ing Trust of Santa Clara County, Santa Clara County, the Oppor-
tunity Fund and HUD McKinney Act programs.

Arbor Lofts
Arbor Lofts won the Creating Community Connection award, 
which recognizes developments that incorporate housing within 
other community amenities for the purpose of either revitaliza-
tion or planned growth. The development features 21 affordable 
live/work units for artists. It is the fi rst urban infi ll property in 
Lancaster, a Los Angeles suburb of 145,000. The property includes 
a not-for-profi t gallery, which residents curate, and an outdoor 
exhibit/gathering space. The development is a frequent host for 
farmers’ markets and street fairs.

“It is almost incomprehensible what this project has done for this 
neighborhood. It has sparked more interest in art in the commu-
nity while creating an outlet for resident artists to get exposure. 
In addition several new businesses have opened since its comple-
tion,” said architect Mark K. Lahmon, of PSL Architects, the prop-
erty’s designer.  
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Arbor Lofts units feature large open spaces and ample natural light.
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Developed by North Downtown Renual LP, each unit contains 
four bedrooms and is affordable for families earning up to 60 per-
cent AMI. The nearly $10 million development opened in 2009. It 
received low-income housing tax credit and American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act funding. 

“When a program and budget require a high effi ciency building, 
as is usually the case in affordable housing, it is ever so important 
to marry the programmatic needs, materials and methods of con-
struction with the site and context in an innovative way without 
excess or forcing preconceived ideas or styles. The innovation oc-
curs in the resolution of these elements. As each project is unique 
so is the solution to the problem,” Lahmon said of designing af-
fordable housing.

Madrona Live/Work and Congo Street Initiative
HUD also recognized owner-occupied properties in Seattle and 
Dallas. 

Madrona Live/Work won the Alan J. Rothman Award for Hous-
ing Accessibility, which recognizes properties that demonstrate 
excellence in improving housing accessibility for people with dis-
abilities. Tyler Engle Architects redesigned an early 1900s store-
front into a fully-accessible unit for a Seattle couple. 

Congo Street Initiative won the Community-Informed Design 
award, which recognizes design that supports physical communi-
ties as they rebuild social structures and relationships that have 
been weakened by out-migration, disinvestment and the isolation 
of inner-city areas. The building community WORKSHOP is re-
storing and/or reconstructing six homes in a distressed Dallas 
neighborhood. After residents expressed their desire to stay in the 
neighborhood during renovations, the group, which specializes 
in designing housing in lower-income areas, found temporary 
homes in which families could stay during construction.

HUD’s secretary and AIA’s Housing and Custom Residential 
Committee Knowledge Community have collaborated on the 
awards since 2000. The Secretary’s Housing and Community De-
sign Awards are one of four awards that the secretary presents to 
properties and individuals each year for their work in moderate- 
and low-income communities. 
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This article fi rst appeared in the August 2010 issue of the Novogradac 
Journal of Tax Credits. 
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Notice pursuant to IRS regulations: Any U.S. federal tax advice contained 
in this article is not intended to be used, and cannot be used, by any tax-
payer for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue 
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Code; nor is any such advice intended to be used to support the promotion or marketing of a transaction.  Any advice expressed 
in this article is limited to the federal tax issues addressed in it.  Additional issues may exist outside the limited scope of any 
advice provided – any such advice does not consider or provide a conclusion with respect to any additional issues.  Taxpayers 
contemplating undertaking a transaction should seek advice based on their particular circumstances. 

This editorial material is for informational purposes only and should not be construed otherwise. Advice and interpretation re-
garding property compliance or any other material covered in this article can only be obtained from your tax advisor. For further 
information visit www.novoco.com.
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